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for our communities. Earlier this year,
they mistranslated parts of the Viet-
namese census forms. The forms used a
phrase connected to the previous gov-
ernmental regime which meant ‘‘gov-
ernment investigation’ in place of the
word ‘‘census.” Clearly this was no
minor gaffe. The language in this
amendment ensures that future out-
reach doesn’t repeat these mistakes,
that is, excluding deserving businesses
from great opportunities.

But it’s not just minority businesses
that need access to this program. Mi-
nority-owned banks also deserve the
right to compete. That’s why our
amendment makes sure such institu-
tions receive consideration during the
program’s implementation. Minority-
owned banks play a vital role in the
Asian Pacific Islander and minority
business development endeavor; and to-
gether they enhance the country’s eco-
nomic recovery and long-term growth.
Minority firms currently provide near-
ly 5 million steady jobs but could po-
tentially create over 11 million more.
Our amendment helps them do so.

I ask my colleagues to support this
amendment because it eliminates ob-
stacles in the way of our Nation’s mi-
nority businesses and facilitates their
growth during these very tough eco-
nomic times.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. I yield back
the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN).

The amendment was agreed to.

Ms. BEAN. Madam Chair, I move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Ms. CHU)
having assumed the chair, Ms. NORTON,
Acting Chair of the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union,
reported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
5297) to create the Small Business
Lending Fund Program to direct the
Secretary of the Treasury to make cap-
ital investments in eligible institu-
tions in order to increase the avail-
ability of credit for small businesses,
and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———————

COLLINSVILLE RENEWABLE
ENERGY PROMOTION ACT

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
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and pass the bill (H.R. 4451) to rein-
state and transfer certain hydro-
electric licenses and extend the dead-
line for commencement of construction
of certain hydroelectric projects, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4451

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Collinsville Re-
newable Energy Promotion Act’.

SEC. 2. REINSTATEMENT OF EXPIRED LICENSES
AND EXTENSION OF TIME TO COM-
MENCE CONSTRUCTION OF
PROJECTS.

Subject to section 4 of this Act and notwith-
standing the time period under section 13 of the
Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 806) that would
otherwise apply to Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission projects numbered 10822 and 10823,
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘‘Commission’’)
may—

(1) reinstate the license for either or each of
those projects; and

(2) extend for 2 years after the date on which
either or each project is reinstated under para-
graph (1) the time period during which the li-
censee is required to commence the construction
of such projects.

Prior to reaching any final decision under this
section, the Commission shall provide an oppor-
tunity for submission of comments by interested
persons, municipalities, and States and shall
consider any such comment that is timely sub-
mitted.

SEC. 3. TRANSFER OF LICENSES TO THE TOWN OF

CANTON, CONNECTICUT.

Notwithstanding section 8 of the Federal
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 801) or any other provision
thereof, if the Commission reinstates the license
for, and extends the time period during which
the licensee is required to commence the con-
struction of, a Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission project under section 2, the Commission
shall transfer such license to the town of Can-
ton, Connecticut.

SEC. 4. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.

(a) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this section,
the term ‘“‘environmental assessment’’ shall have
the same meaning as is given such term in regu-
lations prescribed by the Council on Environ-
mental Quality that implement the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.).

(b) ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Commission shall complete an environ-
mental assessment for Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission projects numbered 10822 and
10823, updating, to the extent necessary, the en-
vironmental analysis performed during the proc-
ess of licensing such projects.

(c) COMMENT PERIOD.—Upon issuance of the
environmental assessment required under sub-
section (b), the Commission shall—

(1) initiate a 30-day public comment period;
and

(2) before taking any action under section 2 or

(A) consider any comments received during
such 30-day period; and

(B) incorporate in the license for the projects
involved, such terms and conditions as the Com-
mission determines to be necessary, based on the
environmental assessment performed and com-
ments received under this section.

SEC. 5. DEADLINE.

Not later than 270 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Commission shall—

(1) make a final decision pursuant to para-
graph (1) of section 2; and
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(2) if the Commission decides to reinstate 1 or
both of the licenses under such paragraph and
ertend the corresponding deadline for com-
mencement of construction under paragraph (2)
of such section, complete the action required
under section 3.

SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF EXISTING RIGHTS.

Nothing in this Act shall affect any valid li-
cense issued by the Commission under section 4
of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 797) on or
before the date of enactment of this Act or di-
minish or extinguish any existing rights under
any such license.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) and the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. TERRY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

The legislation before the House
today is pretty simple. It will permit
several communities in my district,
the Fifth Congressional District of
Connecticut, to operate two now-
defunct hydroelectric dams as munic-
ipal power sources. The dams, the
Upper and Lower Collinsville dams,
have lain dormant in Connecticut’s
Farmington River since the 1960s. The
licenses previously issued by FERC to
operate both these dams are currently
inactive, and this legislation would
allow FERC to reinstate them and
transfer them to the town of Canton,
Connecticut, for operation. The State
legislature has already passed legisla-
tion to operate these two State-owned
dams, but Federal legislation is also
needed to restore their operation.

These small dams are already a be-
loved and longstanding symbol of the
Farmington Valley’s rich history. They
used to power a very well-known and
thriving axe factory on the site. This
legislation would allow for additional
comments and for environmental data
to be considered by FERC prior to tak-
ing any action, ensuring that the riv-
er’s health and the region’s health is
well protected.

This legislation has been drafted over
the course of many months with the
close cooperation of FERC, who’s unop-
posed to the legislation, and we put to-
gether a bipartisan coalition of stake-
holders, including all of the affected
communities, the Governor of the
State of Connecticut, and regional and
national river protection organiza-
tions. Simply put, there is broad and
deep consensus and agreement that
these dams represent a valuable source
of renewable energy right in the heart
of suburban Connecticut.
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And while we work here in the House
and the Senate to enact much broader
and sweeping policies to try to promote
renewable energy development around
this country, we need to also recognize
that in some parts of this Nation there
are some very locally produced, locally
driven projects like this one in Canton
and Avon, Connecticut, that can
produce some pretty immediate effects
for local rate payers, providing them
with clean, renewable, locally produced
and locally run energy.

I would like to thank Chairman WAX-
MAN and Chairman MARKEY and Rank-
ing Members BARTON and UPTON for
their help in bringing this legislation
to the floor. And I urge passage today
of H.R. 4451.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I rise today on behalf of our side of
the aisle of the Energy and Commerce
Committee and report that we have ab-
solutely no opposition and actually
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, today we are consid-
ering the Collinsville Renewable En-
ergy Promotion Act. This bill was con-
sidered in a markup of the Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Energy
and Environment on March 24, and in a
markup of the full committee on May
26, both times passing by a voice vote.
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The purpose of this bill is to author-
ize the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, also known as FERC, to
reinstate the terminated licenses for
the Upper and Lower Collinsville Dams
hydroelectric projects, and to extend
for 2 years after the date of any such
reinstatement the date by which the li-
censee is required to commence con-
struction, and, in the event that FERC
reinstates the licenses, to require
FERC to transfer such licenses to the
town of Canton, Connecticut.

I commend Representative MURPHY
for offering an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute at the full com-
mittee markup that made two impor-
tant changes. The first is requiring
FERC to provide an opportunity for
the submission of comments by inter-
ested persons before reinstating one or
both of the terminated licenses. There-
fore, interested parties will have an op-
portunity to address any concerns with
FERC. And the second is to include a
new Section 6 which would clarify that
nothing in H.R. 4451 would diminish or
extinguish any existing rights under
such license.

Mr. Speaker, this bill has no direct
cost. We are in support of the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
support of the bill and for working
with us in providing the amendments
that he referenced. I think it is impor-
tant to underscore his point, that this
is not a requirement that FERC reissue
these licenses to the town of Canton, it
is permissive language allowing them
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to do that given proper environmental
review and proper availability of com-
ment from other interested parties.

This really is an example of how
local power production can be done
right. This is a nonpartisan local issue,
Democrats and Republicans at the
local and State level, along with the
administration in the State of Con-
necticut coming together, to try to
promote a project to bring two long-
dormant dams online.

I would note also that the recon-
struction of the dams will allow for po-
tential fish passage along a stream
that has not allowed for that passage
for a long time. There are multiple
benefits to the community and to rate-
payers. I thank the gentleman for his
support of the bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss a bill that | believe has been given far
too little attention by the Congress, especially
considering the potential precedent that it may
set.

H.R. 4451, the Collinsville Renewable En-
ergy Promotion Act allows the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to transfer the
permit for a hydro-electric power plant once
held by a private company into the hands of
a public municipality. This bill went through the
Energy & Commerce Committee, although |
could hardly say it received regular order con-
sideration. When this legislation was first pre-
sented to us at the subcommittee level, Mem-
bers were told it was a non-controversial bill,
and that all the interested parties agreed with
the actions being taken.

Members of the Energy & Commerce Com-
mittee subsequently learned otherwise when
the company involved, Summit Hydro, LLC,
told my office that not only were they opposed
to the transfer of these permits, but that they
were not even told our Committee was consid-
ering the legislation. | find it outrageous that
this Congress would move ahead with trans-
ferring a privately-held permit to a public entity
without so much as a legislative hearing.

Despite my objections at the Committee
level, voicing concerns that no hearing had
been held, the Majority pushed this legislation
forward.

| am disheartened that this legislation was
moved by the full House today, and hope that
the Senate will provide Summit Hydro, LLC
the proper deference in defending its actions
and explaining its story before this bill be-
comes law and becomes yet another example
of government taking over actions more prop-
erly suited for the private sector.

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I urge support of the bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCGOVERN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 4451, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

H4543

HONORING THE NAACP ON ITS
101ST ANNIVERSARY

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 242)
honoring and praising the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People on the occasion of its 101st
anniversary.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CON. RES. 242

Whereas the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (referred to
in this resolution as the ‘“NAACP”), origi-
nally known as the National Negro Com-
mittee, was founded in New York City on
February 12, 1909, the centennial of Abraham
Lincoln’s birth, by a multiracial group of ac-
tivists who met in a national conference to
discuss the civil and political rights of Afri-
can-Americans;

Whereas the NAACP was founded by a dis-
tinguished group of leaders in the struggle
for civil and political liberty, including Ida
Wells-Barnett, W.E.B. DuBois, Henry

Moscowitz, Mary White Ovington, Oswald
Garrison Villard, and William English
Walling;

Whereas the NAACP is the oldest and larg-
est civil rights organization in the United
States;

Whereas the NAACP National Head-
quarters is located in Baltimore, Maryland;

Whereas the mission of the NAACP is to
ensure the political, educational, social, and
economic equality of rights of all persons
and to eliminate racial hatred and racial dis-
crimination;

Whereas the NAACP is committed to
achieving its goals through nonviolence;

Whereas the NAACP advances its mission
through reliance upon the press, the peti-
tion, the ballot, and the courts, and has been
persistent in the use of legal and moral per-
suasion, even in the face of overt and violent
racial hostility;

Whereas the NAACP has used political
pressure, marches, demonstrations, and ef-
fective lobbying to serve as the voice, as well
as the shield, for minority Americans;

Whereas after years of fighting segregation
in public schools, the NAACP, under the
leadership of Special Counsel Thurgood Mar-
shall, won one of its greatest legal victories
in the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v.
Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954);

Whereas in 1955, NAACP member Rosa
Parks was arrested and fined for refusing to
give up her seat on a segregated bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama—an act of courage that
would serve as the catalyst for the largest
grassroots civil rights movement in the his-
tory of the United States;

Whereas the NAACP was prominent in lob-
bying for the passage of the Civil Rights
Acts of 1957, 1960, and 1964, the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa
Parks, Coretta Scott King, César E. Chavez,
Barbara C. Jordan, William C. Velasquez,
and Dr. Hector P. Garcia Voting Rights Act
Reauthorization and Amendments Act of
2006, and the Fair Housing Act, laws that en-
sured Government protection for legal vic-
tories achieved;

Whereas in 2005, the NAACP launched the
Disaster Relief Fund to help survivors in
Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, Florida, and
Alabama to rebuild their lives;

Whereas in the 110th Congress, the NAACP
was prominent in lobbying for the passage of
H. Res. 826, whose resolved clause expresses
that: (1) the hanging of nooses is a horrible
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